Key Military Milestones
· The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (February 2, 1848): This treaty officially ended the Mexican-American War, resulting in the U.S. acquiring vast territories including present-day California, Nevada, and Utah.
· Eisenhower Takes Command (February 11, 1943): General Dwight D. Eisenhower was selected to command the Allied armies in Europe during World War II, a role that led to the planning of D-Day.
· Persian Gulf War Ground Offensive (February 24, 1991): After weeks of air strikes, the U.S.-led coalition launched a massive offensive that liberated Kuwait in just 100 hours.
· End of the Battle of the Bulge (February 9, 1945): The First Army successfully pushed back German lines to their original positions, effectively ending the last major German offensive on the Western Front. 
Operational & Institutional History
· Authorization of the Bronze Star (February 9, 1944): President Franklin D. Roosevelt authorized the Bronze Star Medal to recognize heroic or meritorious service in a combat zone.
· Operation Homecoming Begins (February 12, 1973): Following the signing of the Paris Peace Accords, the first U.S. prisoners of war (POWs) were released from North Vietnam.
· Executive Order 9066 (February 19, 1942): President Roosevelt signed this order, which led to the internment of Japanese Americans and involved the U.S. Army in the relocation process.
· Establishment of the USO (February 4, 1941): The United Service Organizations (USO) was formed to provide morale and recreation services to members of the U.S. military. 
Notable Figures & Acts of Valor
· Medal of Honor Actions:
· Sp4c. Thomas J. Kinsman (February 6, 1968): Threw himself on a grenade in Vietnam to save seven fellow soldiers.
· Sp4c. Daniel Fernandez (February 18, 1966): Sacrificed his life by jumping on a grenade to save four comrades.
· Brigadier General Rhonda Cornum (February 27, 1991): Then a Major and flight surgeon, she was shot down and captured by Iraqi forces during a search-and-rescue mission; she later became a prominent leader in Army medicine.

